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Gentlemen, 


I 4m perſwaded it was your Love to the Subject, that diſpoſed you 
1 to ook ſo favourably 15 this diſcourſe, as 0 deſire the N Jos 
on it; and if it may happily contribute any thing towards the eſta- 
bliſhing a due regard to the Laws of God and Men, and a juſt value 
for our excellent couſtitution both in Church and State, it will thereb 


| a beſt anſwer the end of your Requeſt, and the defign pr opoſed by | 
: $ Your moſt Oblig'd 
Humble Servant 


1 Henry Downes. 
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The Law is good, if a Man aſe it lawfally, 


of Epheſus, begins this his firſt Epiltle to him with a 
declaration of the Authority by which he acted, and 
and firſt opens his Commiſſion, before he proceeds to 
thoſe Injunctions which were the proper execution of it: ver. 


I : \ HE Apoſtle St. Paul having conſtituted Timothy Biſhop 


1. After this, as a Spiritual Father, commending Timothy to 


the Grace of God, whom he ſtiles his own Son in the Faith, ver. 
2. becauſe he had been the happy Inſtrument of his Converſion, 
be goes on to inſtruct him in the diſcharge of his high Office. 


ver. 3. and particularly cautions him (as he before had xa | 


againſt a ſet of Men, ver. 4. (whether Gnoſticks or others 

who it ſeems were attempting to graft upon Chriſtianity ſuch 
Fables and endleſs Genealogies as could have no better effect, than 
to miniſter queſtions, rather than Godly edifying which is in Faith : 
ver. 5. In oppoſition therefore to theſe, the Apoſtle declares 
what is the true end and deſign of the Evangelical Command- 
ment, namely Charity out of a pure Heart, and of a good Conſajence, 
and Faith unfeigned, from which ſaith he, ſome having ſwerv'd 
have turn d aſide unto vain jangling, ver. 6. intimating that when 
once Men depart from theſe ſubſtantial Dutys, and let go Faith 
and Charity, purity of Heart, and a good Conſcience, they 


commonly take up with meer ſhadows, and buſy themſelves 


in endleſs diſputations about things that profit not. However 


theſe Men (probably to make themſelves the more popular) 


affected to appear great Zelots for the Law, (that is, the Mo- 
ral Law, as is evident from thoſe Inſtances of the breaches of 


it in the Verſes immediately following my Text) tho? they 
were perfect ſtrangers to its meaning, and yet more fo to its 
power, deſiring to be teachers of the Law, underſtanding neither 


what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. ver. 7. | 

Whereupon the Apoſtle does not here, or any where elſe, 
go about to make void the Moral Law, but inlinuates, that 
they were the trueſt Friends to the Law who beſt obſervd the 
precepts of it, allowing as in the Text that the Law is good, if 4 
man uſe it lamfu y. In which Words there is 


. Firſt a Truth aſſerted, = Lis is good. 

_ Secondly a Condition annex't, If a Man uſe it lawſully. 
In diſcourſiug upon the former, I ſhall at this time and on 
this occaſion conſider EY 

Firſt the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of the Laws of God. 

Secondly the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of the Laws of Men. 

Thirdly the Excellency of our own Laws, or the Happineſs 
of our National Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution : with reference 
to which I Iihall proceed | | | 
PFourthly to conſider the Condition annext ; and laſtly draw 
ſome Inferences from the whole, and ſo conclude. 

And Firſt of the Neceſſity and Ulſctulneſs of the Laws of 
God. The Neceſſity of Laws arifeth from our Ignorance of, 
and indiſpoſition to do what is good; for as the Precepts of 
Laws ſerve to point out to us what is the good, and the right 
| way, lo their Sanctions, that is, the rewards and puniſhments 
unnext, oblige us by the powerful ſprings of hope and fear to 
obſerve and follow it. 5 ET 5 
Had we a perfect knowledge of our Duty, and no averſion to 
the practice of it, there would be no need of Law to inſtruct, 
or to perſwade us; in this caſe more eſpecially, if we had no 
Lam, we ſhould be a Law unto our ſelves; but foraſmuch as we 
have Propenſions towards evil, as well as good, and according 
to che Apoſtle, the Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit 
againſt the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one to the other; Gal. 5. 
17. it was neceſſary that he who knew our Frame ſhould 
inſert fuch Laws, as might rightly determine our Choice amidſt 
ſuch different Inclinations, and direct, and excite us ro walk 
an the way we ſhould go. Yor 33 

Ir is not, it cannot be, fit that Man much leſs that fallen 
Man, ſhould be left altogether in the hands of his own Counſel, 
or be given over to his own heart*s luſts, or ſuffer'd without con- 
troul to follow his own Imaginations. Alas! ſuch is the degeneracy 
of human nature, that taking a view of it from 1ts ruins, and 
not from its original beauty, it + well give occaſion to that 
ill-natured Philoſopher to conclude, That a ſtate of nature is 
a ſtate of war; and the condition of every man too much like 
that of Ihmael, of whom it is ſaid, L. hand will be againſt every 


5 


man, and every man's hand againſt him. Gen. 16. 12. | 
Among the many things that are the objects of choice ſome 
are naturally good, and others naturally evil, that is, e 
| ; 1 | tribute 


5) 
tribute to the Perfection and happineſs cf our nature, and others 
to the corruption and miſery of it; the perſuit of rhe former is 
Moral Good, the perſuit of the latter is Moral Evil: and the 
Law of nature directs us in the proſecution of the one, and in 
the avoidance of the other ; a Law aiming at the perfection of 
our nature, and promoting our own happinets, and the bap- 
pineſs of thoſe who are of the ſame kind With us. 1 
Tais Law is written originally in every man's heart, that is, 
there are, as it were, inter woven in his Conſtitution ſuch Prin- 
ciples, as incline him to conſult his own true Good, and the 
good of his Fellow-Creatures in Which his own is involv'd. As 
a Rational and Sociable Creature he may, in a multitude of 
cafes, plainly perceive what is Advantagious, 0 in rious to 
himſelf or others; and the Laws of ſelf Preſer vation, and a re- 
gular ſelf. love on one fide, and juſtice and Honour, CHmpaſſin 
and Charity on the other, oblige him to he that which is 
Good, both towards himſelf and towards all Men: and the gcaſure 
ariſing from goood actions, and the ſhame and fear ariſing from 
bad, and the many preſent and future conveniences, or inconve- 
niences attending the one, or the other, are properly the na- 
tural Sanctions of thoſe Laws, as being reward or puniſhments 
conſequent in the nature of things upon our obſervance, or non- 
obſervance of them. | „ 

But becauſe this Law of nature is a Light ſhini ng in a dar- place, 
and thro* the corruption of our Underſtandings, and the per- 
verſneſs of our Wills, it is not ſufficient to guide cur feet into 
the {PAys of peace . Nas pleas'd God ro ſroew 4 hae, O man, mhat 
is Good, and by expreſs declaration of his Will, by the force 
of reveabd Religion as well as Natural, by Moſcs and the Pro- 
phets, by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, oblige thee to doe f to 
love mercy, and to walk, humbly with thy God. 

Theſe Laws therefore well deſerve the Character of Holy, Fug, 
and Good; they are in their deſign, but as fo many fences to our 
happineſs, ſo many Guardian Angles, as it were, to ep the 
way of the Tree of Life; they are only neceſſary checks upon them 
no farther than they are miſchievous to themſelves or others: 
ſo that in this ſenſe we may clearly underſtand thoſs words of 
the Apoſtle, he Law. is not made for a tighteous man, but for the 
lawleſs, and diſobedient, for the ungodly, and for Sinners, for unholy 
and prophane, 1 Tim. 1. 9. the Law being moſt properly 
faid ro be made for him, upon whom it is the grea eſt reſtraint, 
or who needs it moſt, ” 2140 2 


Fore. 


(6) 
Foraſmuch then as the Laws of God in their general aim in- 
tend only to curb the exorbitant thoughts, words and wor ks 
of men, thoughts, words and works, that are prejudicial to the 
good of man, and the Glory of God; and Sin, which is the 
trangreſſion of the Law, is always attended With |uniſhment, and 
natural is the genuine fruit oi Moral Evil; infomuch that every 
one will find to be true whar God by the Prophet threatned 
Iſracl, that his own'Iniquity ſhould correct him; Jer. 2. 19. Cor- 
rect him ſometimes with ſhame and horror, ſometimes with _ 
Pains and aches of body, ſometimes with waſt of eſtate, loſs 
of good name, and in the iſſue with a reprobate mind, nay 
ſometimes with temporal Judgments, and without Repentance 
with eternal damnation: certainly that Law is Good, whole end 
is to guard us 2gainft theie cvils, and by the cords of a man, by 
love to our ſelves, to our own eaſe, peace, and ſafety, to draw 
us into the ways of Righteouſneſs and Salvation. ot 
By all which we may diſcern the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of 
the Laws of God, and on theſe accounts we may pronounce 
of them, what God upon a review pronounc'd of all his works, 
Behold they are very Good, Gen. 1.31, EE 8 
But by what J have ſaid concerning the Laws of God, and 
their directive and coercive power, it will perhaps be thought 
that there is no need of any other. I ſhall therefore proceed to 
conſider. A . 
Sccondly the Neceſſity and uſefulneſs of the Laws of Men, 
And Firſt the Laws ot Men are neceſſary to enforce the Laws 
of God. | | RECs | 
per ad to determine, and ſecure every man's Property. 
An „%% ne - 
T hirdly to encourage, or diſcourage, what may be advan- 
tagious, or diſadvantagiour, to the particular circumſtances 
ot any people. e 13 
Firſt the Laws of men are neceſſary to enforce the Laws of 
God. Indeed when we conſi der the Authority of the Almigh- 
ty and All- wiſe Lawgiver, whoſe Laws are the Reſult of in- 
finite Wiſdom, and guarded about with infinite Power, we 
may well cry out hat in man, that he ſhould be more regard- 
ed than the Soveraign Lord of Heaven and Earth, or be obey'd 
and fear'd where God is not? Or it we conſider the preſent 
and future rewards, or puniſhments, attending, or following 
our obedience, or dilobedience to the Laws of God, eſpecially 
Hoſe owe. ful Sanctions, eternal Lite and eternal — n 


i s 


no thing need be added to their force, to make men ſtand in awe 


And not ſin. Eternal Life which is the Gift of God thro Feus Chriſt 


ow Lord, is sn its {elf the moſt detirable blefling, becauſe moſt 
commenſurate to the capacitys ot our nature, and to every good 
Chriſtian's deſire, who has hopes full of Immortality: and Eternal 
Death, in the Goſpel ſenſe ot it (which is a life in eternal miſery) 


is juſtly to be eſteem'd the King of Terrors: yet ftill Foraſmuch as 
wicked men chuſe to walk by fight, and not by Faith, and preſent 
and ſenſible chings are the chief ſubject of their thoughts, their 


deſires, their fears, and their hopes; foraſmuch as Sinners in 


general (like what we read of the two Elders in the Hiſtory of 


Suſanna) pervert their own minds and turn away their eyes, that 


they may not look unto e nor remember juſt Fudgments ; it is 


very fit that their eyes ſhould be awaken'd on this ſide Hel! by 


the fear of men, and that bodily pain and preſent ſuffering 
ſhould keep them in awe, who have hardn'd their hearts againſt 


what is Spiritual and Eternal. rare 

And this makes Human Laws neceſſary, which oblige thoſe 
to be ſubject for wrath,that will not be ſ Y for conſeience ſake,and on 

that account the Magiſtrate beareth not the ſword in vain, for he i 

the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth 
eos... Nom. z , . 

Thus it is in the power of the Magiſtrate, and therfore it is his 
great duty to ſupport the Laws of God and ta enliven them with 
freſh vigour, to be the Guardian of his Honour, to maintain 
and encourage Religion, and to puniſh the breaches of thoſe 
Laws, which relate more immediately to God himſelf, as well 


as thoſe that concern our felves, or our dealings with one ano- : 


ther ; the great end and defign of Human Government being 
this, that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all Godlyneſs and 


Honeſty. 1 Tim. 2. 2. 


Secondly the Laws of Men are neceſſary and uſeful to ſecure 
every man's Property, The Natural and Moral Laws of 


Juſtice and Equity oblige us to give to every man by due: but Hu- 


man Laws do not lèave men thus at large, but particularly 


ſpecify in many Inſtances what ſhall be accouned ſo, what one 


may demand and another ſhall perform, Private Rights would 


often be very precarious, were they not ſetled by Publick Au- 

thority, and parcialiry would too much prevail, were men leſt 

altogether to judge for themſelves. Fs 3 
The Foundation of Property I conceiye to be, a mutual a- 


* 
4 ” 


AS +7. 
might well think nothing ſhould be able to add to their force, 


— — 


kreement 


— — — 


8 
greement among aſſociated bodies of Men, determining what 
cach man may fairly call, and enjoy as his own : for were Houſes 
and Lande and Goods and Chattels laid open without any 
Politick Incloſure, we ſhould in many caſes not know what was 
Our Right, much leſs be able to preſerve it: but when the Law 
has determined what each man may call his own, and guards 
him egainſt thoſe that would make Incroachmets upon him, in 


this caſe every Individual is the more eaſie and ſafe in his Poſſeſ- 


{ions ; and thereby encourag'd to labour, whilſt he ſees that his 
labour is not likely to be in vain: by this means he does not fear, 
that zyhat he ſoms another ſhall reap, or that whilſt he planteth a 
Vineyard another ſhall eat the fruit thereof, but under the Protecti- 
on of the Law he quietly enjoys the benefit of all his Labour, which 


he taketh under the Sun. 


How endleſs would be the contentions if there were no pub» 
lick rules to fix and guard private Property, and no Human 
Laws to reſtraim the Ambition of ſome, and the Covetèeouſneſs 
of others, and in general to curb thoſe Paſſions, that are for 


5 engroſſing more than they ought to themſel ves? I may ſafely ſay, 


it there was no Property, there would be very little Honeſty, 
leſs Induſtry, and no comfortable Society in the World. 
Thirdly the Laws of Men are neceſſary and uſeful to encour- 


ys. | 2 1 . | 
age, or diſcourage what may be advantag ious, or diſadvanta- 


gious to the particular circumſtances of any People. Human 


Laws direct the management of the ſeveral capacitys and powers 


of particular perſons to the ſupport and welſare of the whole So- 
ciety govern'd by them. TIE 

Tis true, Diligence and Induſtry in general, are ſtrictly 
bound upon us by the Laus of God, Hut in what way, or man- 
ncr, in what particular trades, or Callings, this Diligence and 
Induſtry is to be us'd, and under what reſtrictions, Ilimitations, 


or encouragements, is matter for the determination of the Laws 


of Men: thus for inſtance, they perſcribe what Manufactures 
to improve at home, what commerce to eſtabliſh abroad; how 
to manage to the beſt the Product of our own Land, and how 
to obtain from other Nations what is wanting in our own, 
and by a well regulared traffick to communicate bleſſings with 
almoſt every Nation under Heaven. Tg DS CN 
If there were no Human Laws to the contrary, Idlenefs and 
Fraud world much more abound amongſt us; but theſe are a 
ſour to induſiry and a check to fraudulent dealing, whilſt 
they are made ule of as they ought, for the Puniſhment f evil 


» 7. 
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99 
doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. 1 Pet. 2. 14. 
Nay tho? thatgreat Duty of Charity is taught us by meer Inſtiner, 
and mercy and Piy to rhe poor and miſerable are ſtrongly 


El 


pleaded for by the Voice of Nature, as well as of Grace; yet 


if the Laws of Men did not oblige ſome to take care of their 
Poor, I tear they would be deaf to the ſoundin gs of their own 
Bowels ; and tho* precept be upon precept, and line upon line, nay 
tho? they themſeives ſubſiſt upon Mercy, would yer of them- 
ſelves be back ward ro ſhew Mercy. 

Since then Human Laws may be ſaid to apply the general 


Laws of God to the particular exigencies and circumſtances of 


any Society, obliging every Member in it to act in his particular 
Station with that Diligence, Honeſty and Charity, as becomes 
a ſociable Creature; therefore a ſo it may be ſaid uf theſe Laws, 


thus qualified, that they are very Good. And from this general 


view of the uſefullneſs of Human Laws, it may not be improper 
before this Auditory, at this time particularly to deſcend. _ 
Thirdly to the C -ntideration of the Gooancls of our owng 
or the excellency of that Conſtitution and National Eftabl{h- 
ment under which we live, And : e 
Firſt with regard to our Religious Rights, haw many Laws 
are there whoſe end and defign is the ſecurity of God's Honour 
amongſt us? Profaneneſs and Immorality and the ſeveral Spe- 
cies of them are diſcourag'd by Law, (and oh] that they were 
as much difcourag'd by Example too) as becometh a Chriſti- 
an Magiſtracy and a Chriſtian People. The publick ex- 
erciſe of God's Worlhip is taken care of in our Statute, 
as well as in the Divine Law, ani that both as to the 
Place, the manner, the Time and Perſons concern'd in 
the public Adminiſtration of it; and laſting Proviſion is 
made for the maintenance of thoſe that wait at the Al- 
tar, that they may not depend for their Allowance en the 
Humours of the People, nor be left to tneir Charity alroge- 
ther, who might be too apt to deſpiſe thoſe whom they held 


in ſuch vile Subjection : nay ( out of Gratitude be it ſpoken ) 


in Conformity to tne Laws of God, the Tribe of Levi, the 
Clergy of this Land are diſtinguiſhed with favours : not only 


our manitold dues are afcerrain'd, and convey'd to us by as 
tirm Laws, as thoſe which ſettle other Mens Eſtates; but al- 


fo the hig:telt Order amongſt us is dignified with Temporal 
Honour, as a mark of reſpect due to their Character and Othce, 
which in a Chriſtian Nation juſtly renders them worthy of 
douvle Honour. 85 1 i 


2 


We 


(10) 

We ma, nay we ought to remember that our Church is 
further encourag'd and eftabliſh'd by Law, and as it is a great 
bleſſing to have Kings its Nurſing Fathers and Queens its Nurſing 
Mothers, ſo it is enacted that no one ſhall fir on the Throne, 
nor any body be in any conſiderable Office of Truſt or Pro- 
fit under the Civil Government, but what owns himſelf a 
Member of the Eccleſiaſtical by the molt folemn a& of our 
moſt Holy Religion. Such a ſecurity of ſuch a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion both of Prince and Magiſtracy ſhould be very valu- 
able in our Eyes, who have fo lately ſeen and felt the dangers 
and miſerys we were in trom a Popiſh Adminiſtration. 


And if our-Law-givers have thought fit to grant to tender 1 


Conſciences the liberty of ſerving God in their own way; yet 
on the one hand, let all thoſe who have receiv'd this Favour, 
remember always from whoſe hands they receiv*d it, namely 
from theirs who were Members of the eſtabliſh'd Church, and 
let them at all time ſhew themſelves therewith content, and ne- 
ver make the leaſt Incroachments upon their Rights, who 
have been thus indulgent unto them: And on the other, let nat 
this make any of us who are of the eftabliſh'd Church, forget 
that the National encouragement is ſtill appropriated to us, nor 
overlook the many and valuable Privileges we enjoy under 
the Protection of the State, which are beſt preſey'd by a due 
ſenſe of and thankfulneſs for the ſame, and ſuchſa faithful diſ- 
charge of our reſpective dutys,as will abuntdantly ſhe V tnat the 
Church is as ſerviceable to the State, as the State to the Church; 
that fo their mutual Intereſts by mutual good Offices may be 
continued down from Generation to Gene cation. 
Secondly our Civil Rights are guarded on every ſiqe by Laws, 
which are molt likely to be for the good of the Subject; be- 
cauſe they ace firſt form'd by the Repreſentatives of che People, 
who will be leſs diſpos d to lay any unneceſſiry Burthen upon 
them which they may not be able to bear, ſince they themſel ves 
alſo muſt pariake of the ſame. _ 1 3 
Bunt, as they that ſit at the Helm, would be if molt expo d 
in moſt danger, as being moſt envied and moſt fear d, and the 
Life of a Soveraiyn is an muſt be by reaſon of his, or her Au- 
thority, of amazing conſequence, Good Princes being, as the 
People faid of David, worth ten thouſand of us, 2. Sam. 18. 3. 
fo there is ſtrong proviſion made in the firſt place for the 
\ ſecurity of thei: Perſons, and the maintenance of the Honour, 
and the Law is a a Mall unto them on their right hand and on 1 


— 


Cond TE 


which was Right in hi own eyes, Judg. 16. 10. Deut. 12. 8. 


but Licentiouſneſs; a Freedom which they think leaſt of who 
- contend moſt for juſt Liberty, and who know the worth of the 


any Perſon whatſoever ( unleſs by way of Punifhment) without 


many determinate Laws, that ſhew the tenderneſs of our Go- 


inheritance, but the meaneſt Perſon amongſt us has his re 11edy 
againſt the incroachments of the Greateſt : the men of Wealth 


plaints of the Poor, but the Law # open; they may implead one 


(11 
Left. Nay foraſmuch as in this ſenſe if ; the Head ſuffers all the 
Members ſuffer with it, therefore the Dignity and ſafciy ot the 
Throne have ſtronger Guards by Law, than the Lyons on 
each fide of Solomon's could repreſent in figure, or thoſe Men of 
War can exhibit to the Life which ordinarily ſtand round a- 
bout it. es 25 2 
Nor is the Liberty and Property of the People leſs carefully 

rovided for by the ſame means, a Liberty not of acting ab- 
ſolutely as they pleaſe, for that is a Liberty that is not indulg'd 


their Prince, a Liberty, of which a good Prince would not 
dieſire, and a bad Prince ſhould not be truſted with, but a Lib- 


erty of acting ſecurely, and without diſturbance within the 
compaſ; of the Law: for true Liberty is not properly a power 
of doing what we will, but of doing with caſe, ſafety a1.d plea- 
ſure what we ſhould will, what becomes us as rational and 
ſociable Creatures to do. „ 


A People cannot well be in a werſe (tate than that of Iſiael 
when they were under no Government, and every man did that 


A Liberty which God Almighty expreisly forbad his own 
People: for in truth ſuch a Freedom is not properly Liberty, 


Law too well, to deſire that the Subject ſhould be lawleſs, or 


= 
Again the Property of the Subject is fixt and guarded by 


vernours for every private Perſon's good. No man is ſubject 
to the Arbitrary Will of another, nor does he hold as a Tenant at 
will what is hs by verbal Bargain or by manual conveyance, or by 


ang Power have no Protection by Law againſt the juſt com- 


another: and the Law conſiders not who is Klizh, or whois | 
Low, but who has Right: ſo that upon the whole I may take 
up thoſe words of Moſcs, what nation there ſo great that hath 


Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous, as all ths Law which 1 ſet before 
you thi day. Deut. 4. 8. | 


But, be the Law ever ſo good, it is but a dead Letter without 


— 
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a due execution: I ſhall proceed therefore in the next place to 
conſider the condition in the Text, If a Man uſe it lamfully: the 
Law is Good, if a man uſe it lawfully, The lawful uſe of any 
Law is the uting it fo as may b<:ft attain the End of that Law, 
that it may have its deſigu'd Effect, and anſwer the Purpoſe for 
which it was made. | e 
And here I cannot but admire the wife Proviſion that is made 
by our Conſtitution for the Execution of theſe its moſt excellent 
Laws: The Supreme Governour, was ſhe to attend upon the 
Adminiſtration of Jultice daily from the riſing up of the Sun unto the 
going down thereof, could not in her own Perſon hear, determine 
and give to every man What is Right amidſt fo great a People; 
or it ſhe could, her diſtant ſubje&s would find great difficulty 
in having, recourſe to the throne upon every occaſion : There- 
fore that all may enjoy the bene fir of the Law, which was in- 
tended for the benefit of all, Juſtice is in a manner brought home 
to every man's Door, and Subordinate Judges are appointed as 
conſtanc Prefervers of the Peace from the one corner of the Land 
unto the other, From whom as Guardians of their Rights the 
People in many cafes may have immediate Redreſs of their 
wrongs, or be ſecut'd of Right by a more Publick Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice and Judgment. „ . 

For twice in the year Juſtice makes as it were a ſolemn Pro- 
ceſſion thro? the Land, and invites all the aggriev'd to come un- 
to Her that they may have help, and condemns, or acquits all 
thoſe whom the Interior Judges above mentioned had reſerv'd 
to this more open and ſolemd Judicatuare. This branch of our 
. Conſtitution is very agreeable to what Fe:hro Moſes's Father in 
Law advis'd and 4s approv'd, Ther {halt provide, ſaith he, out 
ef all the People able men, ſuch as fear God, Men of Truth, hating 
covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over them, and let them judge the people at 
all ſeaſons, and it hill bring unto thee; but every ſmall matter they 
foal judge; fo ſhall it be eafier for thy ſelf, and they ſhall bear the 
burthen with thee; Exod. 18. 21, 22, 24, It is thus the Juſtiges 
of the Peace refer the weightier matters to the Determination of 
the Judges, and prepare the way at the Seſſions for a more deci - 
ive judgment at the Aſſizes. 3% ͤ˖ͤ | 

A judgment, that prevents a thouſand miſchiefs, where it 
puniſhes once: The Solemnity of it ſtrikes a dread into many o- 
thers beſides the Priſoners at che Bir, and a Malefactor now and 
then executed according to Law makes many others afraid to 
offend; inſomuch that they that are wicked!y diſpos d, leſs a re 
"I | „ 


„ 
thereupon to commit Iniquity 10 be auen by the Judges. 


I am perſwaded that through the Honourable and awetul 
Preſence of you, My Lords, on thefe occaſions, our Houſes are 
more ſate from fear all rhe year after, and there is at all times 


far leſs complaining in our Streets, It is not all the bencht we en- 
Joy from rheſe ſolemn Aftemblies, that we fee and hear of ſome. 


few Grievances remov'd, or that here and there an honeſt man 
is relievd by Law, and the Spoil of the wicked pluck'd ont of bs 
Teech Theſe viſible advantages we juſtly rake pleaſure to be- 
hold; but the Inviſible are infinite: tor God only know how 
many are kept from doing, or ſuffering in jur ies at all thro? the 
ſenſe and power of the Law, thro a ſenſe that the Law will 
defend thoſe whom any one dares to opprefs, and that the 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked ſhall fall only on his on pate. do that 
upon the whole we may perccive With great ſatisfaction how 
from theſe Fountains of Juſtice, Fudgment runs down amongFt us 
like waters, ani Righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtream: the Mountains, 
they bring peace, and the little Hills Right eonſneſs unto the People. 
Amos 53. 14. p. 72. 3. ; „ 

But, on the other hand, when the Law ſhall be fo inter- 
| preted as to be made as it were a Felo de ſe; whena Prirce, in- 
ſtead of diſpenſing the Laws in Equity, ſhall diſpenſe with them 
at pleaſure 3 Or ſhall appoint Judges to execute Juſtice, whoſe 
very Commiſſion is an act of Injuſtice, and breach of the Law ; 


Or ſhall put Magiſtrates into Office not that they may do juſtly, 


but that fatan-like they may turn unjuſt accuſers of their brethren, 
and lay to their charge things that they know not, Magiſt rates that 


{hall make the very Law a Party thro” a par ial adminiſtration = 
of it; Such pervertiogot Juſtice, and under colour of Law rob- 


bing men of their Life, Goods, Good Name, or the like, is 


the worſt uſe that can be made of it; this is uſing Law unlaw- 
fully, and making, it an Inſtrument of the greateſt Opprefſion. 
And ſuch Oppreſſion is enough, as Solomon faid, to make « 1.ſe 


man mad: a Man that knows and confiders the true value of 


Liberty, and the juſt and proper uſe of power, the obligations 


of thoſe that are in Authority, and the natural and civil Rights 
of thoſe that are under it, cannot bear with any Patience, they 


ſhould be made a prey to their Fellow Creatures, or be de- 


voured by thoſe who are of the fame Kind with them. Such 
a view of things gave Solomon a freſh occaſion to pronounce 
Vanity on things here below , Eccleſ. IV. 1, 2, 3. Treturn'd, 
ſaid he, and conſidered all the Oppreſſions that are done under the Sun, 
and behold the Tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed and they had no comforter, 
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and on the fide of their Oppreſſors there was 7 orver but they hadno com- 
forter : wherefore I prais'd the Dead which are already Dead, more 


than the living which are yet alive; yea better j he than both they, 


which bath not yet been, who hath not ſeen the evil work that is done 
under the Sun. | | 


I night mention, if I had time, how the Law may be us'd 
uulawtully in a more private reſpect, as when a Man goes to 
Law out of meer Vexation and 2 


t me | or with a deſign and 
purpoſe of doing wrong without any ſhadow of Right on his 


fide, but only in hopes of weary ing another out of his ri ht, 
and that not by the preference of his cauſe but prevalency of his 
Wealth. This is in the worſe ſenſe to oppreſs the Poor becauſe he 
is Poor; and ſuch over-bearing doings are intolerable, and the 
Doer of them in the eye of the Goſpel if not of the Law is a thief 
and a Robber. | 
However, tho” in theſe and many ſuch like cafes, the Law 
may thro* abuſe become a great Grievance, (as the beſt things 
may be corrupted and thereby commence the worſt) yet the juſt 
and regular uſe of it is and will be always a Bleſſing. And 
Happy are we who have ſuch good and wholeſome Laws on 
the one hand, and on the other ſuch a Prince, who has no o- 
ther thoughts bur to govern according to'them, and other de- 
fire, than that her Officers may be Peace and her Exaftors Righte- 
ouſut ſa; that Violence may no more be heard in our Land, Waſting 
nor deſtruction within our borders; but that our Walls may be ſalvation 
and our Gates Praiſe. | 


come now in the laſt place to draw ſome Inferences from 


the whcle and fo conclude. And 


Firſt from the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of the laws of God, I 
infer, that we ought not to murmur at thoſe Reſtraints, which 
we may perceive are laid only upon our Diſpoſitions ro hurt. 
Laws oblige us indeed to ſerve, but then it is to ſerve our pro- 
per Maſter; and are Preſervatives from a worſe {lavery,namely 
that to Satan, and our own luſts If they are chains, they are 
ſuch as are maiks of Honour not of ſervitude, according to 
that of Solomon They ſhall be as an Ornament of Grace unto thy Head, 
and Chains about thy Neck. Prov. 1. 9. This therefore ſhould 
diſpoſe us rather to adore the Goodneſs of God, which is ſo vi- 
ſible in the Goodneſs of his laws, Commandments which he bath 

commanded us for our Good: And ſince they are in their nature 
and deſin thus Good, we ſhould ſtrive to render them in the 


beſt manner ſo to us, by the moſt regular uſe, that is, by 2 
chearful Obedience unto them. | 


Second- 


1 
Secondly, are Human laws neceflary and uſeful to enforce the 
Jaws of | 
and to encourage, or diſcourage, what may be advantagious 
or difadvantagious to the particular circumſtances of any Peo- 
ple ; Are the laws of Men capable of being ſerviceable to theſe 
good purſes? Therefore law- givers ſhoul d endeavour alwaysto 


make them thus ſerviceable; this ſhould be their deſign and 


their aim this. And as God has ordained Magiltracy for theſe 


ends, therefore I infer with the Apoſtle that we ought to ſubmit © 
our ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake. 1 Pet. 2 13. 


There arc many things in the Government of every Society 
which Almighty God has left to the Determination of each 


particular Society; and where ſuch determinations are not con- 


trary to the laws of God (which ought to be their general Rule) 
We muſt needs be ſubject not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake. Rom. 13. 5: | „„ . 
Thirdly, from the Excellency of our own laws and the hap- 
pineſs of our National Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution, ſurel 
every one that hears me this day will infer with me, that it 


is our great Duty to prize and value it, and to think nothing 


too much to do, or ſuffer in the defence thereof all Invaders 
whatſoever. | 


Our laws are the eſtabliſh'd fence of our Religion, Liberties 
and Properties, the greateſt Bleſſings on this fide Heaven, and 


our Blood and Treaſure can never be better expended than in 


Guarding theſe Laws, which are in ſo many reſpects a Guard 
to us. | | 


Almighty God, who is God of Order and not of confuſion, with= 


cout all doubt requires that there ſhould be Government in the 


world : but he has not preſcrib'd one particular form to every 
Nation (what ſoever ſome may at this time ſuggeſt who would 
rob us of our own) but the Laws of each Nation properly de- 
termine the Form of its Government, and from them Gover- 
nours receive particular Rules concerning the Exerciſe of their 


Subjection; and conſequently we may from hence truly judge 


who are the beſt 8 Namely they that rule, and they 


that adviſe and counſel, and they that obey according to the 


Anſwer of St. Peter and the other Apoſtles to the High Prieſt, 

Me ought to obey God rather than Men. 3 
To ee therefore, To the Preſer ation of our Excel- 

lent Laws, which are the Grand Security of the Publick Good, 


let all Parties at all times reſolve to Sacrifice their private 


P ques and Reſentments; and not by unreaſonable ſuſpicions 


od, to determine and ſecure every Man's Property, 


i 
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of one another weaken the endeavours of each other for the 
_ preſervation of the whole: More eſpecially, fince » there is a 
Pretender that is always ready to improve our differences to 
our Deſtructicn, who has an Inſtructor that is too well 
Fed versd in all the Arts of doing miſchief, who 
* The French by his * Letter on the Occaſion of the late 
King's Letter Invaſion has given ſufficient intimation to the 
to the Pope, World of his deſire and deſign of ſubjecting 
ttheſe Nations again tp the See of Rome; and 
we may reaſonably believe that he has ſome ſecret hopes of 

finding his own account alſo in our Subjectiou. „ 
But ſince it has pleas d God in Mercy to deliver us from the 
late horrid attempt of this Pretender, ſupported by a French 
power and animated with French Deſigns; let us for the fu- 


ture avoid all thoſe Uſtinctions, as divide, weaken and ex- 


poſe us ; and cheriſh ſuch an hearty Union among our ſelves, 
and make ſuch an Induſtrious improvement of all the Advan- 
tages that may be reap'd from the late Union with a Wiſe and 
Valiant People, as may diſcourge all future attempts, or ren- 
der them as Abortive, as ( blefled be God) the laſt was. 
Methinis the ſenſe of common Danger ſhould always à- 
waken us all into a joynt regard for our publick ſafety, 
and chat upon the fame Principle the common Good of that 
happy Government whereof we are Members. | 
Nay foraſmuch as it has pleas d God happily to furniſh us at 
this time wich another fort of Argument, and by the late Glori- 
ous Victory has again ſhewn towards us gracious deſigns of Good 
and. not of Evil, Let us follow the conduct of our Mercitul God, 
and make ſuch a good uſe at home of our Succeſſes abroad, as 
may produce in the iſſue that only good and defirable fruit of 
all War, an Honourable and Laſting Peace. 
And laſtly, fince all abuſe in the Execution of the Law is fo 
grie vous, let every one according to his Power, in his publick 
and in his private capacity, endeavour to prevent it, that 
our G321 Laws may not by any means become Inſtru- 
ments of Evil; but that, thro? a regular and lawful uſe of 
them, all of us, from the higheſt to the loweſt, may be able 
from 94r own ſeaſe and experience to fay with Aſſurance in 
the word; of our Apoſtle, We know that the Law is good. 
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